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St. Joseph School Board 
450 Franklin Avenue, Garden City, NY 
Minutes of Meeting:  August 26, 2020 

School Board Members Present:  Mr. Colomban, Principal, Rory Martello, Assistant Principal, Msgr. Swiader, 

Robert York (President), Patrick Finley (Vice President), Joseph Marchese (Secretary), Michael Spinelli, Peter 

Doherty, and Virginia Barone 

School Board Members Absent:  John Dolan and Kathryn Rafferty (both excused) 

PTA Representative:  Mary Beth Deierlein (President) 

Welcome 
Mr. York called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.  The meeting was conducted remotely via Zoom because of 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.  This is a summer board meeting for the upcoming 2020/2021 school year. 
 
Opening Prayer and Minutes Recording 

Mr. Marchese led the opening prayer.  

Mr. Marchese recorded the minutes. 

A motion was made and seconded to confirm the minutes for the June 2020 meeting, and those minutes were 

confirmed. 

Principal’s Report 

1. Enrollment Update:  The number of students currently registered for the upcoming school year is 346.  

During the June 2020 Board meeting, Mr. Colomban expected that student enrollment at the beginning of 

the 2020/2021 school year would approximate 325 to 330 students.  As such, the current enrollment 

numbers are beating expectations by about 5%. 

2. Reopening FAQ:  Mr. Colomban discussed the SJS Reopening FAQ document that was circulated to parents 

last week.  Mrs. Martello took the lead in compiling, organizing and setting forth answers to the most pressing 

“re-opening” questions asked by school parents and faculty.  The FAQ document was comprehensive, and has 

been well-received by school parents.  During the Board meeting, Mr. Colomban and Mrs. Martello further 

discussed the school’s in-school mask policy.  Also, Mr. Marchese asked if there would be opportunities for 

outdoor learning space, especially in September and October.  Specifically, he discussed the idea of bringing 

outdoor tents onto the grounds for this purpose.  Monsignor agreed to meet with Mr. Marchese to walk the 

school grounds, and discuss the general concept of outdoor learning further.  Separately, Mr. Colomban stated 

that 17% of the students have opted for remote learning to begin the upcoming school year.   

3. Volunteer Efforts:  Mr. Colomban thanked the SJS parent volunteers who moved classroom desks into place 

to create a socially distanced classroom environment for the upcoming school year. 
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President’s Update 

1. New Year Focus And Communications:  Mr. York stressed the importance of the Board’s roll as public 

relations ambassadors for the school, especially give the uniqueness of school re-openings in the upcoming 

2020/21 year.  Board members should actively communicate to parents about the administration’s tireless 

efforts during the summer to achieve a smooth, safe and prosperous re-opening.   

2. Committee Work:  Mr. York requested that committee reports and meeting notes should be submitted 

ahead of monthly school board meetings for the upcoming school year. 

3. School Board Elections:  The next School Board elections will occur after the Masses held on October 24 and 

25, 2020.  Five board seats are up for election, including the seats currently held by Mr. Doherty, Mrs. 

Barone, Mr. York, and Dr. Spinelli.  Ideally, candidates for these five seats should be qualified and equitably 

representative of all school families.  Candidate names should be forwarded to the Nominating Committee. 

4. School Board Calendar:  Ahead of the meeting, Mr. York circulated a calendar of all upcoming Board 

meetings and important school events. 

5. Committee Assignments:  The following Committee assignments were circulated: 

a. Enrollment:  *Pete Doherty, Kathryn Rafferty, and Mary Beth Deierlein (ex officio) 

b. Budget:  *John Dolan, Robert York, and Mike Spinelli 

c. Athletics/RISE:  *Robert York and Kathryn Rafferty 

d. Early Childhood:  *Patrick Finley and Virginia Barone 

e. Alumni:  *Patrick Finley and Pete Doherty 

f. Capital Improvements:  *Joe Marchese, John Dolan, and Patrick Finley 

g. Middle School:  *Mike Spinelli, Joe Marchese, John Dolan, and Virginia Barone 

h. Nominating:  *Kathryn Rafferty, Joe Marchese, and Mike Spinelli 

i. Media Liaison:  Julie Marchese 

j. Artist:  Jen Thelian 

6. Early Action Points:  The Board discussed tasks to be completed by the Welcoming Committee, and efforts 

by Board members to reach out by phone and email to Nursery, Pre-K, and new school families.  We also 

discussed distributing lawn signs to students in K through 8, but resolved to ask student families for their 

permission first. 

7. Fall Festival:  The Family Association is planning a plant sale instead of the Fall Festival this year. 

8. Family Association Cocktail Party And Back To School Night:  These were discussed as virtual events for the 

upcoming year.  It was also suggested that the School Board and Family Association create brief video 

messages to welcome students and families back to SJS.  Back to School Night will be held virtually for 

Grades 1 to 5 on September 15 at 7:00 p.m., and for Grades 6 to 8 on September 16 at 7:00 p.m.   

Family Association Report 

This year’s Family Association Executive Board consists of Mary Beth Deierlein (President), Juanita Gonzalez 

(Vice President), Mary Crowell (Secretary), Suzanne Loggie (Treasurer), and Amy Miller (Volunteer Coordinator). 

 

Pastor’s Comments and Closing Prayer:  Monsignor liked the idea of a “welcome back” video message from the 
school and its Board members.  He stated that the message could be put in the context of the larger St. Joseph 
community, including the parish.  Monsignor expressed his “grateful amazement” for the tireless efforts of the 
school administration and Board members over the summer, and he praised the SJS Reopening FAQ document.  
Our efforts have provided a solid foundation for a successful new year, which he enters with confidence. 
Monsignor gave the closing prayer at 8:50 p.m. 


